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Konichiwa Samurai Team!
 
As one of the newest arrivals to the beautiful island of Okinawa and latest members to join
the Headquarters Battalion “Samurai” family, I want to say thank you. Thank you first and
foremost to my predecessor and sponsor SgtMaj Tony Lopez and his amazing family for
making our journey here from Charlotte, North Carolina a smooth and trouble-free one. Thank
you to the Marines and Sailors who quite literally put their best foot forward in an awesome
relief and appointment parade last month to welcome me in. Thank you to everyone in the
battalion and on Camp Courtney who have welcomed my husband Jimmy and I in with open
arms, and taken the time to stop by and say hello. It is greatly appreciated, and you can tell A
LOT about a unit by how they take care of their new joins.
 
We have an exceptionally busy schedule over the next few months with operations, exercises,
training, leave, liberty, and everything that falls in between. As I am getting fully settled and
oriented on the day-to-day operations of the battalion, the division, and the camp, I will be
making my way around to YOUR spaces much more frequently to see how you and your
families are doing, and to find out exactly what you need and expect from your command’s
senior enlisted leader. My priorities are those of our commanding officer, and I will endeavor
every day to reinforce and bolster these efforts: Together we will Develop Leaders, Build
Teams, Cultivate Character, and Be Professional in EVERYTHING that we do. I am honored to
serve in this outstanding unit, and cannot wait to see the incredible things that lie ahead for
us as a team. 
 
Semper Fidelis! 
SgtMaj Brian Downing
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